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Opening remark from the chair

At the end of last month, 26 of us enjoyed the geotrip in Croatia and Slovenia. A
major part of this KC news focuses on the last successful geotrip and on questions
about how we should continue with this nice tradition (We thank Zoran Stevanovi¢ for
his fruitful advice). We ask you — the members of the KC, to try to think about the
issues that came up at the end of the geotrip and are listed below, and contribute
your opinion on the matter.






https://us21.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fphoto%2F%3Ffbid%3D634829095356398%26set%3Da.466223168883659&xid=3ab1bce21a&uid=185431990&iid=49ffb40dfb&pool=cts&v=2&c=1687528094&h=1f43b2fb569eba2d332403578dafe5170d543ed49a64a81603b3f0bf773d50ed

Top: In Krecic Waterfall

Middle left: Visiting the Blue Lake in Imotski,

Middle right: Gathering in front of Frankopan Castle in Ogulin,

Bottom left: Natasa Ravbar gives explanations in the Planina Cave,

Bottom right: Food and drink, drink and food— an important part of the journey,



A few words about our friend, a KC member - Dr. Alexander
Klimchouk

Our colleague and friend Alexander Borisovich Klimchouk passed away on the
evening of 11-12 May, 2023.

Alexander (“Klim” as his friends called him) was a world-renowned speleologist and
geologist. He had 40 years of karst research in hydrogeology and geomorphology,
speleogenesis, hydrogeology of deep-seated formations, hypogene karst, gypsum
karst, epikarst, high mountain karst, the evolution of karst in the context of the
geological history, subsidence hazard, and land use in karst terrains. He was an
active cave explorer with almost 50 years of experience and is considered one of the
world’s experts on hypogene karst speleogenesis and morphology. Alexander was a
leading scientist at the Institute of Geological Sciences of the National Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine, one of the founders (in 1991) and past president of the
Ukrainian Speleological Association (1992-1998; 2003-2005), founder (in 2006) and
director (from 2006-2014) of the Ukrainian Institute of Speleology and Karstology, a
member of the Bureau of the International Union of Speleology (UIS) from 1993 to
2013, where he also served as Vice President from 2001 to 2009. He was also the
founder of the UIS Commission on Karst Hydrogeology and Speleogenesis and its
president from its origin in 1996 to 2017.
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His valuable contributions to the cave exploration in the Arabika Massif in the
Western Caucasus resulted in the identification of Krubera Cave as the deepest cave
in the world (2001), and the first cave in the world with a depth of more than 2,000 m
(2004). Among his many important publications are the International Journal of
Speleology’s (volume 25, nos. 3-4), 1996, pp. 159-181) - Gypsum Karst of the World,
and Special Paper 1 by the US National Cave and Karst Research Institute,
Hypogene Speleogenesis: Hydrogeological and Morphogenetic Perspective, where
Alexander firmly established hypogene speleogenesis as a major and widespread
phenomenon.

Alexander authored more than 300 scientific papers and books on various aspects of
karst and cave science and edited several major international books.

For more information about this extraordinary scientist, see:

1. Alexander's page in ResearchGate:
https://loop.frontiersin.org/people/321025/bio

2. An article by Cory BlackEagle on LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/rest-light-alexander-klimchouk-cory-blackeagle

3. Recollection by David Craig provided in his 25 September 2015 blog entry in
the Footless Crow, Ukrainian Overlords of the Underworld:
https://footlesscrow.blogspot.com/2015/09/ukrainian-overlords-of-
underworld.html

May his memory be blessed!

Thanks to George Veni for providing information about Alexander, and to Stephan
Kempe for providing a photo of Alexander speaking in Vienna on November 12,
2022.

New members of the KC group

Four of the participants in the geotrip were impressed by our activities and decided to
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join the group. We are pleased to welcome Josip Terzi¢ from Croatia, Konstantin

Kostov and Boyka Mihaylova from Bulgaria, and Israel Gev from Israel as new
associate members of the KC Group.

Here is what they wrote about themselves:
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Konstantin Kostov

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Konstantin Kostov is working at the Geological Institute of the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS). His research interests involve karst
geomorphology and hydrology, active faults, paleoseismology (speleothems as
records of paleoseismicity), and protection of the geological heritage.

Member of the Pseudokarst Commission of UIS and ProGEO (International
Association for the Conservation of Geological Heritage).

Email: kskostov@geology.bas.bg

Boyka Mihaylova

Research Assistant and a Ph.D. student at the Hydrogeology Department -
Geological Institute of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS).

Subject of Ph.D. thesis under the supervision of Assoc. Prof. Peter Gerginov from the
Geological Institute - BAS: “Assessment of groundwater pollution in the area of the
copper plant of "Aurubis Bulgaria”, AD based on data from monitoring observations”.
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IAH worldwide groundwater congress: 17 — 22 Sept. 2023,
Capetown, South Africa

The Congress theme for IAH 50 is "Groundwater: A Matter of Scale". This theme
combines scientific advances through local to global scale experiments and case
studies, with those extending over various temporal scales.

We urge the KC group members to attend this conference that brings together most
members of the IAH - the umbrella organization that hosts several commissions
including our own.

Find out more information at https://iah2023.0org.za;

Below are the important dates relevant to those who intend to participate:

20 June 2023 — Early Bird registration deadline,

21 August 2023 — Late registration deadline,

Recommended publications

(1) Natasa Ravbar drew our attention to this recently published paper:

Ravbar, N., Mulec, J., Mayaud, C., Blatnik, M., Kogovsek, B., & Petri¢, M. (2023). A
comprehensive early warning system for karst water sources contamination risk,
case study of the Unica springs, SW Slovenia. Science of The Total Environment,
163958. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2023.163958

The paper presents an innovative strategy and a comprehensive early warning
system for assessing the contamination risk of karst water sources that covers
spatio-temporal dimensions and can be integrated into management practices. It is
based on event-based monitoring and risk mapping and has been tested in a well-
known study area. Although hydrologic systems vary, the proposed strategy is
particularly useful in systems where water flows rapidly and where remediation is not
feasible.

The study confirms the potential benefits of combining risk mapping and event-based
monitoring and incorporating them into water safety plans. It supports the use of this
approach to ensure high-quality drinking water supplies worldwide. Due to the
special nature of karst areas, each hydrological system is individual and differs due
to natural conditions, data availability, monitoring constraints, etc.

(2) Luka Vucinic drew our attention to a short paper written by Luka and Catherine
Coxon. Luka and Catherine have been invited to contribute with a media spotlight
review to the Groundwater Journal, and their review "Inception Horizon: A Creative
Exploration of Karst Groundwater' was published in April: https://doi.org/10.
1111/gwat.13320. It is a review of a short film "Inception Horizon" that was devised by
Prof. Laurence Gill.

Those who are unable to access the paper can request it from Luka via email
(vucinicl@tcd.ie). Luka emphasizes that Catherine and he wrote this media spotlight
review because not many people are aware of the film, and they believe they should.
They feel it is a nice way of promoting karst hydrogeology and we in the KC certainly
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