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Note from the current chair

The IAH Worldwide Groundwater Congress was recently held in Capetown, South
Africa. We know it was an interesting conference. At the last minute and due to a
family emergency, | as the current chair of the KC, canceled my participation in the
conference and therefore | cannot send you my impression and conclusions from the
meeting.
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Special request from the IAH
See the attached request from the IAH secretariat team:

IAH is exploring the idea of hosting a series of monthly, 1-hour long webinars, run by
and/or for IAH members. The webinars would be live-streamed, and the recordings
would also be made available to view afterward. We are currently gathering
expressions of interest. If you would like to propose a webinar on behalf of your
group, can you please complete this form with details of your suggested webinar
topic and speaker - https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/IAH-webinar-Eol. We will be
back in touch with further details about the webinar series once we have received
and collated the responses.

Many thanks,

Emma Clare; eclare@iah.org

An update from Zoran Stevanovi¢ regarding Mikas (Most
Important Karst Aquifer’s Springs) International project

MIKAS, the international project of the Karst Commission, aims to establish the first
complete list of the most important karstic springs at a global level (based on
historical, aesthetic, and scientific values), promote them, and create a Code of
Practice for them. The project is led by our very active friend Zoran Stevanovi¢ and
was first described in the April 2023 KC News. Below is an update on the progress of
the project written by Zoran as well as a request for further cooperation:

MIKAS, the international project of the Karst Commission is progressing well. The
project’s Advisory Board (AB) completed three rounds of evaluation of data received
from employed national experts. We currently have a preliminary list of 60 evaluated
springs from 11 countries (Albania, Austria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Estonia, Greece,
Israel, Lithuania, New Zealand, Poland, Slovenia, and the USA), out of which there
are 34 MIKAS (globally important) and 26 NIKAS (nationally important) springs. The
final MIKAS list will be proclaimed at the end of the project when data from all “karst
countries® will be submitted and cross-checked. Proposals for NIKAS list are not
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questionable and are regularly accepted by the AB.

The project is currently run by almost 100 national experts who accepted to
voluntarily work on the project, but we are still searching for collaborators and
participants, especially from Central Asia, Western and Central Africa, Caribbeans,
and Oceania. If you know some experts from these parts of the world, or you have
knowledge about springs in these regions from your previous expertise, do not
hesitate to contact Zoran Stevanovi¢ (zstev_2000@yahoo.co.uk).

UPCOMING KC EVENTS

Eurokarst 2024

See below an important message from the organizers of the EUROKARST 2024 that
will be held in the main campus of Sapienza University, central Rome, between June
10 and 14, 2024:

We have the pleasure to announce that the call for abstracts for the congress
EUROKARST 2024 is now open and you can proceed in submitting your abstract.
Please note that the deadline for abstract submission is November 30, 2023, and
that each author may submit only one abstract as a corresponding author (but she/he
may appear as a co-author in other abstracts).

For abstract submission, please use the following link:
https://eurokarst2024.sciencesconf.org/

Guidelines for authors are available at:
http://www.eurokarst.org/authors-guidelines-2022/

Looking forward to receiving your abstracts, and we send our best regards.

The EUROKARST 2024 Chairmen: Francesco Fiorillo, Mario Parise, Marco Petitta.
You can find out more details at: http://www.eurokarst.org

eu roéka rst

Rome, June 10t"-14th 2024

Water In Sensitive and Protected Areas (WSPA2024) - Pula,
Croatia, April 10 - 13, 2024

Our friend Zoran Stevanovi¢ delivered a message from Drazen Vouk - President of
the “Scientific Committee of the WSPA2024 conference” regarding the forthcoming
WSPA conference in Croatia:

As a member of the Scientific Committee of the 4th International Conference WATER
IN SENSITIVE AND PROTECTED AREAS (WSPA2024 Conference), which will be
held in Pula between April 10-13, 2024, | would like to present to you the main
activities in preparation for the conference.

On the conference website www.wspa2024.org, a SECOND NOTICE about the
conference has been published, which provides potential authors and conference
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participants with relevant information about the conference, including information
about the conference program, thematic areas and conference topics, invited
speakers by topic, preparation and submission of abstracts and full papers,
opportunities for publication of full papers in international IWA journals (in English) as
well as in the journal Hrvatske vode (in Croatian), workshop and round tables that will
take place during the conference and post-conference tours (excursions). On the
conference website, in the menu: Conference program, you can find: titles of
presentations, abstracts, keywords, and a short biographical description of the invited
speakers to the conference.

Abstracts submission has been extended till Oct 31, 2023.

| would also like to take this opportunity to ask you to forward information about the
conference to your colleagues whom you think might be interested in it, as well as to
your other professional contacts. The Second Announcement can be downloaded
from the conference website (www.wspa2024.org) as a PDF file, and | ask you to
forward it to your contacts.

In order to secure your accommodations in a timely manner, | strongly recommend
that you register and book your accommodations early. Please note that only a
limited number of hotel rooms are available at special rates. Therefore, | recommend
that you make a reservation well in advance to avoid higher costs or difficulties in

finding suitable accommodation, either at the conference venue or in the surrounding
area. You may reserve the first hotel rooms for the conference dates (April 10-13).
Later changes can be made without affecting the agreed rates. Abstract submission
and attendee registration is online at the conference website: www.wspa2024.org.

Best wishes,

President of the Scientific Committee of the WSPA2024 conference

Drazen Vouk, PhD, Dipl.Ing.Civ.Eng., Associate professor, University of Zagreb,
Faculty of Civil Engineering, Water Research Department, Kaciceva 26 10000
Zagreb

Tel. +385 1 4639 213

Fax. +385 1 4639 238

e-mail: dvouk@grad.hr

UPCOMING KC EVENTS

Visual KARSYS GeoModelling Course N6: 5-6 December 2023

The next GeoModelling course N6 will be organized in two sessions.
Dates for the course are:

Tuesday, December 05", 2023 - from 1 PM to 4 PM*

Wednesday, December 061", 2023 - from 1 PM to 4 PM*
*(GMT+00:00 Time zone)
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