o <
S Commission
h

Note from the chairs

This is the time when we all receive new offers to participate in conferences and
meetings during 2024 as well as requests to send abstracts. Some such proposals
are listed below and you are invited to join and send abstracts. If you want to share
an interesting and relevant conference or course with the KC members, you are
welcome to send an email to the chair in charge, Avi (burg@gsi.gov.il), and he will
publish it in the next KC news.

In addition, we encourage you to tell the group about an interesting project that you
are leading. In the previous KC News, our friend Zoran Stevanovi¢ updated us about
his global project MIKAS, and in the current News, our new friend Jean-Christophe
Marechal tells us about his project titled: “The DEM’EAUX THAU: management of
groundwater resources in a coastal karst aquifer’ (see below). We also ask and
encourage you to propose and initiate new projects with other members using the
platform of the KC.

Lastly, the current chairmen together with the previous chairmen of the group have
discussed the way in which the tradition of geotrips should be continued. The first
decision is that geotrip will be implemented every two years. Our friend Neven Kresic
volunteered to organize the next geotrip in the area of Ozarks (Missouri, USA) during
the spring of 2025. In mid 2024 we will start organizing it ... There is something to
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Special request from the IAH
See the attached request from the IAH Executive Committee:

Dear Colleagues,

Many of you recently expressed an interest in contributing to the work of an IAH-
United Nations working group and we thank you for this. We would be grateful if you
could confirm if you would like to be an active member of the IAH-UN working group
and the type of input you would be prepared to make; and/or if you have colleagues
who would be able and willing to represent IAH in its work with the UN family.

IAH’'s Executive Committee and Council have been considering for a while how best
to coordinate its work with the UN. During this period there has also been a proposal
for UN Water to establish an Expert Group on Groundwater. This was accepted by
UN Water and we attach the Terms of Reference for the Group (see below). IAH has
two members in the Group, Dave Kreamer and Alice Aureli. It is expected that the
IAH-UN WG will also work closely with the Expert Group. Support and coordination
for the IAH-UN WG will be provided by IAH’s Secretariat.

Other current requests for inputs to the UN and related activities include:

. World Water Day 2024 Task Force

. Drafting of the World Water Development Report 2024

. Drafting of the World Water Development Report 2025

. Committee on Non-Governmental Partners of UNESCO
. UN-Water Task Force on Innovation
. UNECE Water Convention Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment

. UNECE Convention Workshop

0 Working with UN Water for inputting to World Water Forum 2024

. UNESCO Capacity Development Initiative (CDI)

. UN Environment Programme, though Friends of Groundwater (FOG),
working with the World Water Quality Alliance

Please let us know what you think the IAH-UN WG can do for UN organizations, with
the aim of ‘getting IAH’s message across’. Let us know how we should organize the
work of the group e.g. international or regional matters, topic and campaign, specific
UN organization — and how you would like to contribute.

For those of you who are part of or more directly involved with UN organizations, let
us know the type of support you would hope to receive from the WG.

Dave Kreamer, Jane Dottridge, Teodora Sz8écs, Marco Petitta

IAH Executive Committee

For those interested, see below the two attached files.

Application Form

TOR

New member of the KC group

We are pleased to welcome Dr. Jean-Christophe Marechal from the BRGM in
Montpellier, France, as a new associate member of the KC Group. Here is what
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Webinar proposal and project description

In the October KC News, we published a request from the IAH secretariat team to
propose topics for webinars. Our new member - Jean-Christophe Marechal of BRGM
in Montpellier, France, informed us that he has submitted a proposal for a webinar on
the Vise submarine karst spring. This topic may be of interest to many of us.

See below the details of the webinar proposal as written by Jean-Christophe:

Title: Flow reversal and saltwater intrusion at the submarine spring of a
Mediterranean karst aquifer

Abstract: For the first time in hydrological sciences history, we have monitored a full
flow reversal at a submarine spring. We have used an innovative device specially
designed for that purpose. During the recent flow reversal that happened at the Vise
submarine spring, located below the Thau lagoon (France) connected to the
Mediterranean Sea, we measure the flow rate, temperature, and salinity of the water.
During 471 days (from 28 November 2020 to 14 March 2022), more than 6.7 Mm3 of
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salt water and more than 200,000 tons of salts infiltrated into the freshwater aquifer.
We explain the long duration of the phenomenon by a sudden increase of water head
at the spring due to the sudden filling by saltwater of a vertical karst conduit
connecting the spring to the karst aquifer. This phenomenon creates also a
piezometric wave into the aquifer flooding cellars and underground parking.

In the context of future climate change, this kind of phenomenon will be more
frequent due to the rise of sea level and decrease of aquifer natural recharge.

When a date is set for the webinar, we will update you.

Following our request, Jean-Christophe wrote a paragraph with more details about
his project and it is attached below:

The DEM’EAUX THAU project: management of groundwater resources in a
coastal karst aquifer project:

The Vise spring is the main outlet of a Jurassic karst aquifer located close to
Montpellier city, South of France. This karst spring is submarine, located at the
bottom of the Thau Lagoon at a depth of 30 m. The lagoon, made up of brackish
water is connected to the Mediterranean Sea. The freshwater from the karst aquifer
as a whole, and especially from the spring, contributes to the qualitative state of the
Thau Lagoon, which is well known for shellfish farming activities.

During the last fifty years (from 1967 to today), several occasional flow reversals and
saltwater intrusions (called “inversac” in French) occurred, inversing the water flow at
the submarine spring during a period varying from a few weeks to a few months. This
flow reversal process at the spring induces a very large saltwater intrusion into the
karst aquifer. Given that this aquifer provides several highly important ecosystem
services (drinking water supply for the coastal villages, fresh water to the lagoon,
thermal water to Balaruc spa, and health resort), a large scientific program of
groundwater monitoring has been launched. Offshore in the Thau Lagoon, the
submarine Vise spring was equipped with flow recording devices as well as electrical
conductivity and temperature monitoring sensors. Onshore but close to the spring,
three boreholes of 45 m, 168 m, and 300 m deep each were drilled near an existing
thermal borehole, and a deep borehole including fiber-optic distributed temperature
sensing (FO-DTS) has been drilled. Sub-hourly observations of pressure, electrical
conductivity, and temperature in these boreholes and in the lagoon, as well as
synoptic measurement campaigns, focused on groundwater chemistry, complete a
monitoring network of about twenty boreholes and springs spread across the
territory.

In November 2020, a seventh flow reversal event started and has been observed
with the new monitoring system. From an initial flow rate of about 60 I/s from the
aquifer to the lagoon through the spring, the flow inverted to about 350 I/s from the
lagoon to the aquifer in a few minutes on the 28th November 2020 at 9:40 AM. This
sudden flow reversal created a sudden water level rise of about 2.3 meters in the
karst-confined aquifer. During 471 days (from 28 November 2020 to 14 March 2022),
more than 6.7 Mm3 of salt water and more than 200,000 tons of salts infiltrated into
the freshwater aquifer.

A physical mechanism is proposed to explain the sudden inversion of flow and its
long duration after the event has started (see figure below). The propagation of a
piezometric wave through the aquifer is simulated using simple analytical solutions. A
preliminary meshed model of the aquifer and its interactions with the lagoon has
been developed to identify the main processes. A tool calculating alert indicators



Normal conditions: upward flow
Hp po > He pe

Inversac conditions: downward flow

Hp po < He pe
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Rome, June 10t"-14t 2024

The IAH World Groundwater Congress 2024

After Wuhan and Cape Town, the World Groundwater Congress is back in Europe.
With its central location in Europe, a long tradition as a meeting place, and its scenic
surroundings, Switzerland offers an ideal setting to meet, exchange new findings,
and discuss pressing challenges in the groundwater field.

The Swiss Society of Hydrogeology (SSH) and the Centre for Hydrogeology and
Geothermics of the University of Neuchatel (CHYN) welcome you to Davos in the
Swiss Alps for a stimulating IAH World Groundwater Congress 2024.

The IAH World Groundwater Congress 2024 will be held from 8 to 13 September
2024 at the renowned Davos Congress Centre, Switzerland. The conference is
organized around four main topics: (1) Hydrogeological systems and processes, (2)
Groundwater as a resource, (3) Groundwater and society in a changing world, and
(4) Emerging field and computational approaches.

The KC intends to offer 2 sessions that will focus on different aspects of karst
studies. When the program is set, we will ask you to send abstracts to these
sessions.

For more preliminary details look at: www.iah2024davos.org

Water In Sensitive and Protected Areas (WSPA2024) - Pula,
Croatia, April 10 - 13, 2024

The 4th International Conference WATER IN SENSITIVE AND PROTECTED AREAS
(WSPA2024 Conference) will be held in Pula, Croatia on April 10-13, 2024.

On the conference website www.wspa2024.org, a SECOND NOTICE about the
conference has been published, which provides potential authors and conference
participants with relevant information about the conference, including information
about: the conference program; thematic areas and conference topics; invited
speakers by topic; preparation and submission of abstracts and full papers;
opportunities for publication of full papers in international IWA journals (in English) as
well as in the journal Hrvatske vode (in Croatian); workshop and round tables that will
take place during the conference and post conference tours (excursions).
Submission of Abstracts has already ended!

For more details see: www.wspa2024.org.

Characterization and Engineering of Karst Aquifers — CEKA

The international course “Characterization and Engineering of Karst Aquifers —
CEKA” will be held in Trebinje, Bosnia and Herzegovina from May 26 to June 1,
2024.
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