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Note from the chairs

This news file is the last one written and sent by Avi Burg who served as co-chairman
in charge for the last 16 months. Avi replaced co-chairman Peter Malik and his
responsibilities now pass to Ben Tobin, the last co-chairman of the trio. Recently, Ben
was also selected to be the Director of the National Cave and Karst Research Institute
(NCKRI).

We wish Ben an enjoyable and fruitful period and success in both positions!
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Ben is expected to finish his position as the co-chairman in charge at the end of
August 2025, and although it is a bit too early, we call on members who want to
contribute to the group to be ready to take responsibility and lead the group (one co-
chair represents Europe and Africa, one Asia and Oceania, and one the Americas).

Problems can occur when the database changes hands. That's why we ask members
who suddenly don't receive the KC news (May onwards) to write to Ben or Avi and we
will fix the problem.

We look forward to meeting you all in Rome in two months and in Davos in five months
(see details below). 41 abstracts were submitted to the three Karst sessions that will
be held in Davos... You are invited to join these sessions and be exposed to new karst
studies around the world.

New members of the KC group

We are pleased to welcome Prof. Abe Springer from Northern Arizona University, USA,
Dr. Vincent Bailly-Compte from the BRGM in Montpellier, France, and Mr. Marlon
Ccopa Alegre from Peru as new associate members of the KC Group.

Here is what Abe wrote about himself:

Email: abe.springer@nau.edu

Abe Springer is Professor of Ecohydrogeology and was the Inaugural Director of the
School of Earth Sciences and Environmental Sustainability at Northern Arizona. In the
Fall of 2007, he was the Fulbright Visiting Chair of Water and Environment at the
University of Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada studying the ecohydrology of springs of
Western Canada. In 2022, he was the Birdsall-Dreiss Distinguished and LaMoreaux
International Lecturer for the Hydrogeology Scientific Division of the Geological Society
of America. Since arriving at NAU in 1994, he has taught courses in hydrogeology,
geology of Arizona, environmental geology, applied geology, groundwater modeling,
contaminant transport modeling, university colloquium, and others. Abe and his
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UPCOMING KC EVENTS

eu roéka rst

Rome, June 10t-14th 2024

Eurokarst 2024

The Eurokarst 2024 will be held at the main campus of Sapienza University, central
Rome, between June 10 and 14, 2024. Registration for the conference is open (go to:
https://www.eurokarst.org/congress-registration/). April 15th is the deadline for the
early bird fee.

Pay attention to this message from the organizers:
“At least one Author for each abstract must be registered during the early-bird window,
ensuring his/her participation in the conference”

As stated above, the annual meeting of the KC will be held during this
conference, on June 11th, at 18:00. More details about the meeting will be

provided in the following KC News.

For more details about the conference see: http://www.eurokarst.org
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World Groundwater Congress
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The IAH World Groundwater Congress 2024

The IAH World Groundwater Congress 2024 will take place from 8 to 13 September
2024 at the renowned Davos Congress Centre, Switzerland.
For more details about the conference see: www.iah2024davos.org

Key dates: 31 May 2024 - Early bird registration closes,

The Congress team is also inviting submissions for the best hydrogeology image,
which will be displayed at the congress and on the congress website. In addition,
students are invited to enter the video competition - "My Thesis in 180S". Submissions
to both competitions close on 30 June. For more details see:
https://www.iah2024davos.org/#involved

Our friend Nico Goldscheider will lead a field excursion to karst phenomena in the Alps...
here is a photo taken by Nico of one of the places Nico plans to bring the group (Mt.

Sulzfluh karst massif”).
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MAN AND KARST — CIRS Ragusa

Join us for an incredible exploration of karst landscapes at Man and Karst 2024 in Ragusa, Sicily! From June
24th to June 29th, 2024, immerse yourself in the dynamic relationship between humanity and karst
environments against the backdrop of Ragusa's captivating historical setting.

Embark on a five-day journey filled with insightful discussions, engaging presentations, and hands-on
experiences, where we'll delve into the cultural, ecological, and scientific dimensions of karst terrain.

At Man and Karst 2024, you'll have the chance to:

@, £xplore Sicily's diverse karst formations, including fluviokarst canyons, gypsum caves, and volcanic lava
tubes.

®: Engage in thought-provoking discussions led by experts in geology, ecology, anthropology, and
conservation.

ﬁ Discover the rich biodiversity and cultural heritage preserved within Sicily's karst landscapes.

& Connect with enthusiasts, researchers, and practitioners from around the world, fostering lasting
friendships and collaborations.

Our carefully curated program offers a blend of academic sessions, field excursions, workshops, and
networking events suitable for all interests. Whether you're a seasoned researcher, a passionate explorer, or
simply curious about karst terrain, there's something for everyone at Man and Karst 2024.

Accommodation options in Ragusa cater to every need and budget, ensuring a comfortable stay during your
exploration. Enjoy the Mediterranean sunshine and warm weather of Sicily in June, perfect for outdoor
activities and cultural experiences.

Indulge your senses with Sicily's renowned enogastronomic delights, from savory street food to exquisite
regional cuisine, paired with fine local wines.

Man and Karst 2024 has received the patronage of FSE, underscoring its significance in the scientific and
cultural community.

For more information and registration, visit the [official event website](https://cirs-ragusa.org/blog/man-
and-karst-2024/). Don't miss this opportunity to be part of an unforgettable journey into Sicily's karst realm
at Man and Karst 2024!

#ManAndKarst2024 #Sicily #KarstExploration #GeologicalHeritage #CulturalDiscovery #lAHKarstCommission
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Key Date: Abstract submission and pre-registration close on
April 30, 2024.
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Karst and Caves, 2024 — Perm — Kungur, Ural
region, Russia

The conference will be held between May 28 - June 1, 2024, and aims to discuss the
problem and achievements of karst and speleology in the first quarter of the twenty-
first century. Participation in the conference is free of charge. The conference is also
devoted to two events - the 120th anniversary of the birth of the famous karstologist
Prof. Georgy Alekseevich Maksimovich and the 110th anniversary of excursions and
scientific activity in the Kungur Ice Cave. The conference is organized by the Perm
State National Research University and the Mining Institute of the Ural Branch of the
Russian Academy of Sciences.

For more details see the invitation letter:
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Characterization and Engineering of Karst
Aquifers — CEKA

The international course “Characterization and Engineering of Karst Aquifers —
CEKA” will be held in Trebinje, Bosnia and Herzegovina from May 26 to June 1, 2024.

This international course includes theoretical lectures on the basic concepts of karst
hydrogeology and a few practical demonstrations and field trips within the territories of
the Dinaric karst. The course is organized by The Centre for Karst Hydrogeology of the
University of Belgrade, supported by UNESCO-IHP and several other institutions. The
course is open to all but is especially devoted to younger and talented karst
researchers. Attendance is free of charge.
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Preliminary application form for CEKA 2024 can be found at the links below:
https://www.karst.edu.rs/en/index.html
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IGC 2024

The 37" International Geological Congress

Busan, Korea 2024 25-31 August

The 37tV International Geological Congress
(1GC2024)

The 37th International Geological Congress (IGC2024) will be held in Busan, South
Korea, from 25 to 31 August, 2024. A special topic on karst hydrogeology is organized
at the conference (https://igc2024korea.org/content/14403):

e Session 4 (under parallel session T18-Groundwater and Hydrogeology) — “Eco-
hydrological Process and its Effects in Karst Environment”.

Convener: Guanghui Jiang (Guangxi University),
Abstract submission is already closed.

Key date: - 26 April 2024 - Early bird registration closes,
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For more details about the conference see: https://igc2024korea.org/
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4th European Regional Conference of IAEG
Dubrovnik, 08-12 October 2024, Croatia
Hotel Dubrovnik Palace

Geology and les: Bullding for the Future
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